4	PSALMS   OF   THE   SISTERS
So he made the Five Great Considerations, and then, in
the house of King Suddboclana, of the princely clan of the
Sakiyas, did he, mindful and self-possessed, enter a mother's
womb ; then, mindful and self-possessed, did he there ten
months abide; then, mindful and self-possessed, did he
thence emerge and come to birth in the Lumbini Grove.
Eeared by divers nurses, surrounded ever in luxury by a
great retinue, he grew up in due course, dwelling in one of
three mansions, amid divers bands of nautch-women, and
enjoying honours like a god. Then, anguish being stirred in
him at sight of an aged man, a diseased man, and a dead man,
he, from the maturity of his insight, saw the danger in the
life of the senses and the profit in renouncing it. Mount-
ing his horse Kanthaka, and with Channa as his companion,
at midnight, through the gate set open by spirits, he went
forth on the Great Renunciation. During the remainder
of that night he traversed three kingdoms, and, coming to
the bank of the river Anoma, and taking the outward
marks of an Arahant, brought to him by the Brahma-god
Ghatikara, he left the world. Thereupon, as though he were
already an Elder with the eight requisites,1 comely in
appearance and of graceful deportment, he came in due
course to Bajagaha, and there going round for alms, he
ate his meal in the cave of Mount Panclava. There
the King of Magadha offered him his kingdom. But he,
refusing it, went to Bhaggava's hermitage and learnt his
system; thence to Alara and Uddaka and learnt their
systems. Finding all that inadequate, he proceeded to
Uruvela, and there for six years practised austerities.
Then, discerning that this brought no penetration of the
Ariyan Norm, he said, f This is not the Path to Enlighten-
ment,' and, taking solid food, he in a.few days recovered
strength. So, on full-moon day in the month of May, he
ate the choice food given by Sujfitfi,2 and, casting the
golden dish upsti'eam into the river, he, full of his resolve,
* To-day will I become a Buddha!' ascended at eventide the
Bo-tree seat—his praises sung by Kfila, king of the Nfigas—
1 log. cit.9 87.	* Ibid., 92 ff.

